








JAPANESE GCSE GRAMMAR LIST 
 
 
 Pronouns Example 
 �D – this one  
 $D – that one  
 �D – that one over there  
 /D – which one  
 
 Modifying nouns Example 
 the possessive particle3  
 � adjectives before 

nouns 
 

 0 adjectives before 
nouns   

 

 �3�this  
 $3 - that  
 �3 – that over there  
 /3 - which  
 �e0 – this kind  
 $e0 – that kind  
 �e0 –that kind (over 

there) 

 

 /e0 – which kind  
 
 Particles after nouns Example 
 4-  topic ‘wa’  
 � -  subject  
 G -  object  
 < - also  
 - – by  means of  
 1 – direction  
 1 – specific time  
 1 – location with 

�B9"I�9" 

 

 3 – to link nouns  



 �A – from/because  
 9- – until/as far as  
 . – with (a person)  
 > – and (etc)  
 '� - only  
 しか-only (must be used 

with negative verb) 

りんごしか食べません。I only eat apples. 

 � - question  
 
 
 Particles after mid-

sentence verbs 
Example 

 …�…- …..but….  
 …�A…-  ….therefore…  
 
 Particles after verbs at 

end of sentence 
Example 

 � - ?  
 @ - !  
 2 – isn’t it  
 F - ! (used by females)  
 
 Verbs in polite form Example 
 �9"� �� (I) verb  
 �9#e – (I) do not 

verb 

 

 �9 & - (I)  verbed  
 �9#e- & - (I) 

didn’t verb 

 

 �9 ?� – let’s verb  
 
 Verbs in polite 

form�continuous� 
Example 

 Verb in te form + �9"�

�(I ) am verbing 

 

 Verb in te form +�9#e�

�(I ) am not verbing 

 



 Verb in te form +�9 &  

 �(I ) was verbing 

 

 Verb in te form 
+�9#e- & - (I ) was 
not verbing 

 

 
 
 Verbs in plain form Example 
  ��ending�� (I) verb 

(dictionary form) 

 

 �0� – (I) do not verb  
 �&/' - (I)  verbed  
 �0�)& - (I) didn’t verb  
 ���/@� – let’s verb  
 
 
  Plain form (continuous� Example 
 Verb in � form + �C�

�(I ) am verbing 

 
 

 Verb in �form +�0��(I ) 
am not verbing 

 

 Verb in � form +�&  

 �(I ) was verbing 

 

 Verb in � form +�0�)& 
- (I ) was not verbing 

 

 
 Use of Plain form 

(continuous� 
Example 

 Verb in � form + �CY
��


1 While verbing…… 

  
       
 � form of verbs (�) 

 and uses 
Example 

 ��'��� – please verb  
 ��–  linking clauses  
 ��A – after verbing  
 �<��-"� – may I 

verb? 

 



 �4� ��9#e - you 
must not verb! 

 

 
 Use of plain negative form 

(�) 
Example 

 �-� �'�� – please do 
not verb 

 

 �8����-"����
��	�

 �

�����
�
��� 

 

 
 Use of plain form (�) Example 
 *9�1� – before verbing 

(alternative: NOUN 
39�1 – before NOUN) 

 

 �*<B-" – intend to 
verb 

 

 �@,�-" – plan to verb  
 ��.�-�9" – can do 

verb 

 

 ��.�N�-" – like 
verbing 

 

 
 Use of plain past form (�) Example 
 ��.��B9" – (I) have 

verbed 

 

 �B�B 9" – (I) do things 
like verbing and verbing 

 

 �P
��

- – after verbing 

(alternative: NOUN 3P
��

- – 
after NOUN) 

 

 �8����-" – should  
verb 

 

  
     
 Use of verb stem� ��* Example 
 

�1�t
�

�9" – go in order to 
verb  (this pattern may be used with 
any verb of motion) 

 



 �4!;9" – begin verbing  
 ��FB9" – finish verbing  
 �*+�9" – continue verbing  
 �&�-" – want to verb  
 �&�0�-" – do not want to 

verb 

 

 �&�)&-" – wanted to verb  
 �&�0�)&-" – did not want 

to verb 

 

 
 Giving an opinion  (�)  Example 
 

�.n
��

�9" – (I) think …  

 
 Linking reasons Example 
 �…�… - not only…but also…   
 
 Question words Example 
 

i

�

Ii

�

 - what  

 �* –  when  
 'D –  who  
 /� –  where  
 /(A – which of 

two/where (polite) 

 

 /D – which of three  
 /3 – which + noun  
 /e0 – what kind of  
 /0& – who (polite)  
 

i

�

�counter – how many 
(objects which go with the 
counter) 

 

 
i

�

� - something  

 
i

�

<+negative verb - 
nothing 

 

 
i

�

-< - anything  

 /�� - somewhere  



 /�<+negative verb - 
nowhere 

 

 /�-< - anywhere  
 �*� - sometime  
 �*-< - anytime  
 'D� - someone  
 'D<+negative verb - no 

one 
 

 'D-< - anyone  
 

 Numbers 0 - 100, 000, 
000(including hitotsu, 
futatsu etc) 

 

 
 Number(�) counters Example 
 �K - people  
 ��T – no. of months  
 

�o
��

 - years old  

 
�XY
�����

 - no. of weeks  

 
�O
��

 - no. of years  

 
�M
��

 - yen  

 
�S

	

 - o’clock  

 
�Z
��

 - floors  

 �/ - times  
 ��� - times  
 ��* – bounds 

paperwork 

 

 �6� – small animals  
 �r

��

 - long, thin things  

 �9� – thin, flat things  
 �!?� - pills  
 
 
 
 



 �Adjectives Example 
 adj +�-" – is adj�   
 adj+�0�-" – isn’t adj  
 adj+�)& – was adj  
 adj+�0�)& – wasn’t adj  
 adj+�,�- is adj and…  
 <).Adj+�-" – it is 

more Adj 

 

 Js
����

adj+�-" – the most 
adj 

 

 
  Adjectives (formal) Example 
 0adj -" – is adj�   
 0adj -4�B9#e – isn’t 

adj 

 

 0adj� - &– was adj  
 0adj�

-4�B9#e- &– 
wasn’t adj 

 

   
 
  Adjectives (Plain) Example 

 0adj ' – is adj�   

 0adj !=0� �-40�*– 
isn’t adj 

 

 0adj� ')&– was adj  

 0adj� !=0�)&�

�-40�)&*– wasn’t adj 

 

   
 Adverbs Example 
 To make an �adjective into an 

adverb: change the � to � 

 

 To make a 0 adjective into an 

adverb: change the 0 to 1 

 

 
    



 Idiomatic expressions Translation 
 �4@����9" Good Morning 

 �e1(4 Good Day (Hello) 

 �e5e4 Good Evening 

 �>":0�� Good Night 

 4!;9 , How do you do? (start of self-intro) 

 /�%@b � Pleased to meet you. (end of self-intro) 

 �&'�9" Said before eating 

 �($��9- & Said after eating 

 ":9#e Excuse me 

 �;e0�� Sorry 

 �$�0),":9#e Sorry for being late 

 �'�!1 Get well soon 

 �B�.����9" Thank you very much 

 �B�.����9 & Thank you very much (for past favour) 

 /��& 9 , Don’t mention it 

 &e!?�7�;-.� Happy Birthday 

 �;-.����9" Congratulations 
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Additional Vocabulary – some of which you already know 
 

library 図書館� 鱭鱜鲌鱐鲘� restaurant 鳤鲱鳀鳡鳫� 鳤鲱鳀鳡鳫�
department 
store 鲿鳉鱅鳀� 鲿鳉鱅鳀� museum 鱴鱔鱻鱩館� 鱴鱔鱻鱩鱐鲘�

school 学校� 鱑鱨鱘鱋� art gallery 鱸鱝鲊鱩館� 鱸鱝鲊鱩鱐鲘�
toilet 鳀鲜鳤� 鳀鲜鳤� home 家� � 鱋鱦� �
toilet 鱏⼿鱇鲎鱉� 鱏鱫鱇鲎鱉� where 鱮鱘� 鱮鱘�
pool 鳏鱅鳣� 鳏鱅鳣� map 地図� 鱦鱟�

 

Look at the map, then read the instructions and fill in the name of the place where 
you have been directed to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

Directions Destination  

例：鲃鱨鱞鱕⾏鱨鱫、鱴鱜鲗鲔鱤鱨鱫、左鱰鱇鲏鲃鱞。� お寺 

⼆鱩⽬鱳鱐鱮鱬、右鱰鲃鱑鱨鱫下鱚鱉。左鱰鱇鲏鲃鱞。�  

⼀鱩⽬鱳鱐鱮鱬、右鱰鲃鱑鱨鱫下鱚鱉。鱢鱜鱫左鱰鲃鱑鱨
鱫、鱴鱜鲗鲔鱤鱨鱫、右鱰鱇鲏鲃鱞。�  

鲃鱨鱞鱕⾏鱨鱫、鱴鱜鲗鲔鱤鱨鱫、右鱰鲃鱑鱨鱫、鲃鱨鱞鱕
⾏鱨鱫、鱜鲘鱙鱋鱬左鱰鲃鱑鱨鱫、右鱰鱇鲏鲃鱞。�  

⼀鱩⽬鱳鱐鱮鱬、右鱰鲃鱑鱨鱫下鱚鱉。鱢鱜鱫鲃鱨鱞鱕⾏鱨
鱫鱔鱥鱚鱉。鱘鱋鱚鱫鲘鲗鲔鱤鱨鱫、右鱰鱇鲏鲃鱞。�  

  
  

   
 

 
 

    
公園 

学校 
店 お寺 

図書館 

こう番 

家 

病院 

パン屋 

    

 
 

 
 

     
 

 
 

    

 
 
 

 
    

バスてい 

é 























































































































©ARajakumar 73 

Giving Advice 

 

Grammar – The Plain Negative Form of Verbs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to intend to (verb)  (verb in the plain form) 鱩鲇鲏� 鱬鱞。 

Please don’t (verb) (plain negative verb)  鱬鱔鱥鱉 
You should not (verb) (plain negative verb)  鲀鱋鱑鱉鱉鱬鱞 
(on) the weekend 鱜鲊鱋鲃鱩(鱰)�
this evening 今晩� 鱘鲘鱵鲘�
a.m. 午前� 鱙鱡鲘�
supermarket 鲱鱅鳉鱅�
speech 鲱鳌鱅鲹�
Roman letters 鳥鱅鳖鱝�

To make the PLAIN NEGATIVE FORM of Group 1 verbs: 
 

1. Remove the ‘ます’ from the end of the verb. 
2. Change the remaining ‘i’ hiragana to the ‘a’ hiragana of that hiragana group.  

 いà わ（あ）; きà か； しà さ； ちà た; にà な; ひà は etc 
3. Add ない 
This is the plain negative form of a Group 1 verb! 

例：       行
い

きますà行
い

かない    飲
の

みますà飲
の

まない    買
か

いますà買
か

わない 
                 don’t go                           don’t drink                   don’t buy 
 

To make the PLAIN FORM of Group 2 verbs: 
1. Remove the ‘ます’ from the end of the verb. 
2. Replace it with ない. 
This is the plain form of a Group 2 verb! 

例：        食べます à 食べない   おきますàおきない   見
み

ますà見
み

ない 
                          don’t eat                 don’t wake up               don’t see 
 

To make the PLAIN FORM of Group 3 verbs: 

    しますàしない (don’t do)        来
き

ますà来
こ

ない  (don’t come) 
 

The plain negative form of the verb is used in many patterns, but for the GCSE exam, 
we only have to use it with: 

1. (Plain negative verb) で ください à  Please don’t (verb). 

          きょうしつで食
た

べないでください。à Please don’t eat in the classroom. 
2.  (Plain negative verb) ほうがいいです。 à You shouldn’t  (verb). 

きょうしつで食
た

べないほうがいいです。à You shouldn’t eat in the classroom. 
 

For your information 
To change the plain negative form into the past tense, the method is the same as for 

adjectives:                見
み

ないà don’t see          見
み

なかったà didn’t see 

食
た

べない à don’t eat       食
た

べなかった à  didn’t eat  
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Group 1 verbs 
‘masu’ form plain negative form English 

鱇鱢鱸鲃鱞�   

⾏
い

鱒鲃鱞�   

飲
の

鲄鲃鱞�   

聞
き

鱒鲃鱞�   

読
よ

鲄鲃鱞�   

書
か

鱒鲃鱞�   

買
か

鱉鲃鱞�   

 

 Group 2 verbs 
‘masu’ form plain negative form English 

⾷
た

鱾鲃鱞�   

⾒
み

鲃鱞�   

教
おし

鱍鲃鱞�   

鱲鲃鱞�   

⾒
み

鱠鲃鱞�   

鱏鱒鲃鱞�   

 

Fill in the table by giving some advice about what not to do. Use the hints in brackets 
to give you inspiration. 
 

 Intention Advice  - What not to do！ 
1 鱜鲊鱋鲃鱩鱰鳉鱅鲾鲛鱅�

鱰⾏
い

鱔鱩鲇鲏鱬鱞。�
（鳋鱅鳣）�

鳋鱅鳣鲗飲鲃鱯鱉鱬下鱚鱉。�
2 今晩

こんばん

鱐鲘鱝鲗鱤鱔鱚鲘勉強
べんきょう

鱞鲐鱩鲇鲏鱬鱞。�
（鲾鳤鳋）�

�
3 午前

ご ぜ ん

７時
に

鱰鲭鲻鲣鱅鲗鱞鲐�
鱩鲇鲏鱬鱞。�

（８時鱰）�
�

4 鲱鱅鳉鱅鱰⾏鱔鱩鲇鲏鱬鱞。� （鲹鳟鲫鳤鱅鳀）�
�

5 ⽇本語鱳鲱鳌鱅鲹鲗書鱔�
鱩鲇鲏鱬鱞。�

（鳥鱅鳖鱝）�
�

 










い to くて、and then
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Grammar: Two ways to say ‘only’: one is easy and the other is hard! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Translate the sentences into English, then rewrite them using the 
alternative ‘only’ word: 
日本語 using だけ 

英語
えいご

だけ
 

話
はな

します
 

。
 

 

日本語 using しか  

英語  

日本語 using だけ アイスクリームだけ食べます。 

日本語 using しか  

英語  

日本語 using だけ フランス語だけ好きです。 

日本語 using しか  

英語  
 

Easy ‘Only’: だけ 

I
 

only
 

 like
 

 tennis
 

:
 

テ
�
ニスだ

�
け好
す
き
�
です。

� �
 

I
 

only
 

 ate
 

 one
 

 banana
 

:
 

バナナ
�

を
�

⼀
いっ

本
ぽん

だけ⾷
た

べました。 
 

Hard ‘Only’: しか 
�

When you use this word for ‘only’ you must use it with a negative verb – 
although the meaning is still positive. Think of it as meaning: ‘not more than’. 

I only
�

 like
�

 tennis
�

 (I don’t like anything more than tennis :
� �

 
 

�テニス
� �

しか
� � �

好
す

きではありません。�
 

I
�

only
�

 ate
�

 one
� �

 banana
�

 (I didn’t eat more than one banana) :
�

 ��

バナナ
�
を
�
⼀本
いっぽん

しか
�
⾷
た
べませんでした。�

�
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げんこうようし 
Genkouyoushi 
 
Genkouyoushi is traditional Japanese writing paper that has a grid where each 
character is written in its own box. 
 
In your GCSE exam, you will use Genkouyoushi to write your essay answers for 
Paper 4: Writing in Japanese. This page shows what the writing layout will look 
like in your exam paper. Instructions on how to write in your Genkouyoushi are 
provided on the next page. 
 
The section above the squares will contain brief information about the question, 
but it will mostly be blank. You can use this blank area to plan your answer. 
 



Genkouyoushi Instructions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  す  八  タ   
  き  ね  ミ  は 
  で  ん    じ 
  す  せ  カ  め 
    い  で  ま 
  ど  で  す  し 
  う  す    て 
  ぞ    十   
  よ  が  三  わ 
  ろ  つ 

 さ  た

だ

の 

  し  こ  い  し 
  く  う  で  は 
    が  す   

 

Small letters and 
punctuation go in the 
top right hand corner 
of a square on their 
own. 

Small letters and 
punctuation go in the 
top right hand corner 
of a square on their 
own. 

Do not leave spaces between 
words, and continue a word on a 
new line, even if you are in the 
middle of that word. 

Start writing from the top 
of the right-hand column. 
Write down, and then 
move to the top of the 
next column on the left. At the start 

of each new 
paragraph, 
leave one 
square 
blank. 

Full stops (maru) can 
only be inserted with 
a letter if it is in the 
last box of the row. 

、 

The line which 
extends a katakana 
vowel sound goes 
down when using 
genkouyoushi. 

Anne Rajakumar
Look at this online guide: https://wordwall.net/resource/75687004

Anne Rajakumar


For more information, look at this video:
https://youtu.be/CZSlFWf9d70?si=Fyy_msptWBHABARU
 











