








JAPANESE GCSE GRAMMAR LIST 
 
 
 Pronouns Example 
 �D – this one  
 $D – that one  
 �D – that one over there  
 /D – which one  
 
 Modifying nouns Example 
 the possessive particle3  
 � adjectives before 

nouns 
 

 0 adjectives before 
nouns   

 

 �3�this  
 $3 - that  
 �3 – that over there  
 /3 - which  
 �e0 – this kind  
 $e0 – that kind  
 �e0 –that kind (over 

there) 

 

 /e0 – which kind  
 
 Particles after nouns Example 
 4-  topic ‘wa’  
 � -  subject  
 G -  object  
 < - also  
 - – by  means of  
 1 – direction  
 1 – specific time  
 1 – location with 

�B9"I�9" 

 

 3 – to link nouns  



 �A – from/because  
 9- – until/as far as  
 . – with (a person)  
 > – and (etc)  
 '� - only  
 しか-only (must be used 

with negative verb) 

りんごしか食べません。I only eat apples. 

 � - question  
 
 
 Particles after mid-

sentence verbs 
Example 

 …�…- …..but….  
 …�A…-  ….therefore…  
 
 Particles after verbs at 

end of sentence 
Example 

 � - ?  
 @ - !  
 2 – isn’t it  
 F - ! (used by females)  
 
 Verbs in polite form Example 
 �9"� �� (I) verb  
 �9#e – (I) do not 

verb 

 

 �9 & - (I)  verbed  
 �9#e- & - (I) 

didn’t verb 

 

 �9 ?� – let’s verb  
 
 Verbs in polite 

form�continuous� 
Example 

 Verb in te form + �9"�

�(I ) am verbing 

 

 Verb in te form +�9#e�

�(I ) am not verbing 

 



 Verb in te form +�9 &  

 �(I ) was verbing 

 

 Verb in te form 
+�9#e- & - (I ) was 
not verbing 

 

 
 
 Verbs in plain form Example 
  ��ending�� (I) verb 

(dictionary form) 

 

 �0� – (I) do not verb  
 �&/' - (I)  verbed  
 �0�)& - (I) didn’t verb  
 ���/@� – let’s verb  
 
 
  Plain form (continuous� Example 
 Verb in � form + �C�

�(I ) am verbing 

 
 

 Verb in �form +�0��(I ) 
am not verbing 

 

 Verb in � form +�&  

 �(I ) was verbing 

 

 Verb in � form +�0�)& 
- (I ) was not verbing 

 

 
 Use of Plain form 

(continuous� 
Example 

 Verb in � form + �CY
��


1 While verbing…… 

  
       
 � form of verbs (�) 

 and uses 
Example 

 ��'��� – please verb  
 ��–  linking clauses  
 ��A – after verbing  
 �<��-"� – may I 

verb? 

 



 �4� ��9#e - you 
must not verb! 

 

 
 Use of plain negative form 

(�) 
Example 

 �-� �'�� – please do 
not verb 

 

 �8����-"����
��	�

 �

�����
�
��� 

 

 
 Use of plain form (�) Example 
 *9�1� – before verbing 

(alternative: NOUN 
39�1 – before NOUN) 

 

 �*<B-" – intend to 
verb 

 

 �@,�-" – plan to verb  
 ��.�-�9" – can do 

verb 

 

 ��.�N�-" – like 
verbing 

 

 
 Use of plain past form (�) Example 
 ��.��B9" – (I) have 

verbed 

 

 �B�B 9" – (I) do things 
like verbing and verbing 

 

 �P
��

- – after verbing 

(alternative: NOUN 3P
��

- – 
after NOUN) 

 

 �8����-" – should  
verb 

 

  
     
 Use of verb stem� ��* Example 
 

�1�t
�

�9" – go in order to 
verb  (this pattern may be used with 
any verb of motion) 

 



 �4!;9" – begin verbing  
 ��FB9" – finish verbing  
 �*+�9" – continue verbing  
 �&�-" – want to verb  
 �&�0�-" – do not want to 

verb 

 

 �&�)&-" – wanted to verb  
 �&�0�)&-" – did not want 

to verb 

 

 
 Giving an opinion  (�)  Example 
 

�.n
��

�9" – (I) think …  

 
 Linking reasons Example 
 �…�… - not only…but also…   
 
 Question words Example 
 

i

�

Ii

�

 - what  

 �* –  when  
 'D –  who  
 /� –  where  
 /(A – which of 

two/where (polite) 

 

 /D – which of three  
 /3 – which + noun  
 /e0 – what kind of  
 /0& – who (polite)  
 

i

�

�counter – how many 
(objects which go with the 
counter) 

 

 
i

�

� - something  

 
i

�

<+negative verb - 
nothing 

 

 
i

�

-< - anything  

 /�� - somewhere  



 /�<+negative verb - 
nowhere 

 

 /�-< - anywhere  
 �*� - sometime  
 �*-< - anytime  
 'D� - someone  
 'D<+negative verb - no 

one 
 

 'D-< - anyone  
 

 Numbers 0 - 100, 000, 
000(including hitotsu, 
futatsu etc) 

 

 
 Number(�) counters Example 
 �K - people  
 ��T – no. of months  
 

�o
��

 - years old  

 
�XY
�����

 - no. of weeks  

 
�O
��

 - no. of years  

 
�M
��

 - yen  

 
�S

	

 - o’clock  

 
�Z
��

 - floors  

 �/ - times  
 ��� - times  
 ��* – bounds 

paperwork 

 

 �6� – small animals  
 �r

��

 - long, thin things  

 �9� – thin, flat things  
 �!?� - pills  
 
 
 
 



 �Adjectives Example 
 adj +�-" – is adj�   
 adj+�0�-" – isn’t adj  
 adj+�)& – was adj  
 adj+�0�)& – wasn’t adj  
 adj+�,�- is adj and…  
 <).Adj+�-" – it is 

more Adj 

 

 Js
����

adj+�-" – the most 
adj 

 

 
  Adjectives (formal) Example 
 0adj -" – is adj�   
 0adj -4�B9#e – isn’t 

adj 

 

 0adj� - &– was adj  
 0adj�

-4�B9#e- &– 
wasn’t adj 

 

   
 
  Adjectives (Plain) Example 

 0adj ' – is adj�   

 0adj !=0� �-40�*– 
isn’t adj 

 

 0adj� ')&– was adj  

 0adj� !=0�)&�

�-40�)&*– wasn’t adj 

 

   
 Adverbs Example 
 To make an �adjective into an 

adverb: change the � to � 

 

 To make a 0 adjective into an 

adverb: change the 0 to 1 

 

 
    



 Idiomatic expressions Translation 
 �4@����9" Good Morning 

 �e1(4 Good Day (Hello) 

 �e5e4 Good Evening 

 �>":0�� Good Night 

 4!;9 , How do you do? (start of self-intro) 

 /�%@b � Pleased to meet you. (end of self-intro) 

 �&'�9" Said before eating 

 �($��9- & Said after eating 

 ":9#e Excuse me 

 �;e0�� Sorry 

 �$�0),":9#e Sorry for being late 

 �'�!1 Get well soon 

 �B�.����9" Thank you very much 

 �B�.����9 & Thank you very much (for past favour) 

 /��& 9 , Don’t mention it 

 &e!?�7�;-.� Happy Birthday 

 �;-.����9" Congratulations 

 








































































































































































































