Japanese ab initio Individual Oral
Exam

What you need to do for speaking

All your speaking is internally assessed and externally moderated.

Your speaking accounts for 25% of your overall grade and lasts between 7 — 10
minutes.

The Individual Oral
This is what you would call your “Speaking Exam”.

You have to do three things:

(i) Make a presentation about a previously unseen visual
stimulus. (You have 15 minutes to prepare for this and
a choice of two pictures — each relating to a different
theme and labelled in Japanese with the theme)
(approximately 1-2 minutes)

(ii) Participate in a follow up conversation about the
theme of the picture. (approximately 3—4 minutes)

(iii))  Participate in a general conversation on at least one
additional theme taken from the five themes around
which the course is based (approximately 3—4 minutes)

The Five Themes:

7 AT T 47T 14— ldentities (Personal attributes/ Personal relationships/

Eating and drinking/ Physical well-being)

FWIFTA

#2B% - Experiences (Daily routine/ Leisure/ Holidays/ Festivals and celebrations)
o

% <
H/~ ® %5 L- Human Ingenuity (Transport/ Entertainment/ Media/ Technology)

Lehundunino
24 FE - Social Organisation (Neighbourhood/ Education/ The workplace/
Social issues)

L L %w)
725D chidt 3 - Sharing the Planet (Climate/ Physical geography/ The
environment/ Global issues)



Part | Describing a picture
What you have to do

At the beginning of the oral, your teacher will give you a choice of 2 pictures (photos or
drawings), each on a different ab initio theme. They will be clearly labelled with that theme
in Japanese. You need to choose one. You then have 15 minutes (by yourself in a supervised
room) to prepare. No dictionaries are allowed, but you may make notes during your
preparation time, and you may bring up to 10 bullet points with you into the exam. Your
notes will be collected and retained by your teacher after the exam. Your description needs
to be 1 — 2 minutes long; and you will be rewarded very richly for making links to the Target
Culture (Japan).

Tips for describing the picture

Step 1: Introduce your photo/picture:

THEME D | L% LA | T2V T i&wa\zEH\iio
A
| think | would like to talk about the photo/picture of THEME.

b
OR:THEME D JL » LA|%Z Lx oo Lzw X Bunwd§,
A
| think | would like to introduce this picture of THEME.

Step 2: State what the photo/picture is:

SR FEE o {szL@} Tt
z

Step 3: Say who is in the picture and tell us something about them: for example their
relationship to each other their age; the|r profe55|on or school year

brl Z Ly )W
Ly LAIZ FOFHN3IANET, ﬁt%“( A /%ZiTo |15 TV sun
T o Inthe picture there are 3 boys. They are friends, and they look like middle school

students. They are about 15 years old.
z LA LI dun

I
L LAIC itd)jrﬁ LAWNET, 75{7175“( INFEICRAT T, 8T H0nT
75 Inthe picture there are 4 girls. They are friends, and they look like primary school

students. They are about 8 years old.
EEGNYIEN AF 33

Le LAIC %%#wiToéA%%T %&%*AZ% *AZ%%*AZ%Z%

SAITA
N3 AW E § 5 Inthe picture there is a family. It is a 6 person family, there is a grandma, a
father, a mother and three children.

Step 4: Make a comment about the weather/season, using the clothing of the people in the
picture as your reason.

L LADAIZ, =P E2XITVWIEHANL, BRIAII IO TV TL L 9o

The people of the photo are not wearing coats; therefore the weather is probably not cold.



NB: to wear something over yourarms— =% (X T\ E )
A=Y EEXTWET He/she is wearing a suit
e to wear something over your legs— 3 < (IZ3W T\ F )
7 — %13\ T\ X T He/she is wearing boots
e to wear something over your head —7*31% (' 31-> TV I )

[T9 L x5 37> T X 2 A He/sheis not wearing a hat

Step 5: Choose an area of the picture (A1) or photo (L % L A) and say what there is there:

Lo LAl o (£ (52) (above) N icwwr 8 | By EA

% T (L7 (below) 3T
% (& X) (right)
N £ @FED) (efy -

& (774 (middle)
\%7) (7 LA) (behind/the back)/

In the [position] of the photo/picture thereisa ***,

Step 6: Speculate about the items in the picture in the location you have chosen, using the
following variations of the basic ‘A is B’ [Al&B T 9] pattern:

AlZBTL & ), Aisprobably B.
AlZIB2H LEH Ao | wouldn’t be surprised if A were B.
AlIBIZAA T T,  Alooks like B.
AlIB 72 BT T, IthinkAisB.
For added WOW factor, insert ‘In my opinion’ before any of the above:
PELOWITATIE 60 0 o

HAHEW

B
ASK YOUR TEACHER THEIR OPINION!! SE4E 14, ¥ 9 B\ F 774, What do you think,
Sensei?

If you have several people in the picture you want to talk about, it is probably easiest to give
them names, or if itis a family, callthem EX T A, BE I A. B I A etc.

Step 7: Go on to describe some details: (This is probably what you want to think about in
your 15 minute preparation time and make some notes on).

What the people are doing Person (&~ * *Z L TW\ET

L LA Ees

What you can see in the background BED DL AIZ* * AR Z £ -

If anything is special or unusual about the picture (eg it is a birthday)

You are allowed to go beyond just describing what you see in the picture. To do this you can
e Say what happened BEFORE the picture (tell a little story)



COEAID. BAET BB To b LIE A

e Say what you think is gomg to happen AFTER this picture

L EnA

nno, ﬁt%z lﬁ%tw<TL;70

If you have time, link it to your own experience and tell me about your own experience /

thoughts
b7l W)X

A D)BET, Zﬂdr?i%: LE T,

For added WOW factor, when you are describing something using an
bb
T (itis) with & By X § (1 think it is).
bb
W TT (itis good) > W\ 2 By £ (1 think it is good).

III

adjective, replace T

Step 8: Make explicit links to the Target Culture
Us these four key words: SYAD (culture) L 9w 9 A A (custom)

TAY ) (tradition) TA Y 9 T = (traditional)

Part 2 Follow up Questions

After you have presented your picture, your teacher will ask you questions on the
theme that was presented, expanding on what you have provided in the
presentation for 3 - 4 minutes. You need to relate the visual stimulus to the relevant
theme from the course. This discussion is likely to focus on your own experiences
and opinions.



Part 3 General Conversation

Finally, you will have a general conversation of about 3 - 4 minutes, covering at least
one additional theme taken from the five themes around which the course is based.
Here are some of the questions you may be asked. Remember, always expand your

answer.

T AT T 4T 4 — ldentities

E rs
CIEATWI D, £2IE, ZAB BT TT Dy
Where dq you live?

Wz 7
EABRIEATVITh, HLTZDONCIL, CALENR TN,
What kind of house do you live in? What kind of room is your room?
BAEL AL &9
FAFTTe BHEERIZ VOTTA,
How old are you? When is your birthday?

=AU &9 IS ZAQ?%L&T#

What kinds of things do you do on your birthday?
iz

klti"P or BEIZIXLLTT D,

Your country? Which is your country?

¥ nEL HA 0y
RELDOBLRIIFI TThe CALATT D,

What is your friend’s name? What kind of person is he/she?
MWELIE BAICATT D, DS WE T,

Your family is how many people? Who is in it?

E *htiéﬁ IOXHTVIET D,
Where does your father work?

N
MELT o Lals fELITh,
As a family, what do you do together?

EQY a2}

EE& S, mH, WELLWTT D,
Your mother, everyday, is she busy?
IHLT, A TOEVWELITH,
At home, what kind of help do you do?

Ny bEe Do T WETH,

Do you look after a pet?

. IFE T
LCUVA DT TS £ XAGREDYE S T,

Often, do you go to restaurant/s? What kind of cuisine do you like?
i

EATE S ﬁ%"iTTﬁ\ SKUITBESESIADD VT TH,
What kind of clothes do you like? Do you use a lot of money for clothes?

17/} /SR el bb
k\/k 5T T 7y vasl f({]]tZ‘ak\iTﬁ‘o )L TEIBVET

o

For young people, do you think fashion is important? Why do you think so?



l"ﬂ\w‘/u
w2 BR — Experiences
%A
LAl T, WD ZDLwhkE [LUDHILED,
What is your hobby? When did you start that hobby?

DERY . 2L T

In your free time, what do you do?

+
ZH—IH FETT,

Do you like sports?

CAE AR—V% % LITH, o LIETH,
What kind of sports do you do? When do you do them?
AR—13 iy LIdTh, 2T LIETH,
Who do you play sports with? Where do you play?

7 ¥
BANKH #ETEN, XAE BANKH 3 TTH,
Do you like music? What kind of music do you like?

[ 7z A
FELELED FIZRE LD,
What did you do_? What did you see?

At A T
RELED Y &, 2T LDIF X TT N,

When on holiday, what do you like doing?
TALE <1< TALE

RENIE )T LD HBEZOEDORRES LXNT, ) TTh,
What was the weather like? Compared with the weather in your country, how was it?

[ 7=
e f~NE LD, What did you eat?
A BEHEI f % E W i L 727" What kind of souvenirs did you buy?

<1z
ZoHEIZ Zf/uﬁi —(“T/J\o TEJ’C“VJJ 7 T T 74 That country was what kind of
country? For what is it famous?

<1z
%O)l /)k\’( ) ‘Ek\i L 727" About that country, what do you think?

vz ) £ 29 “w vy o +
LCRBYIRITIET S 294, REL YA TS 2455 T,

Do you often with your family go on holiday? Do you prefer to go with your friend/s?
ZrL Loyt £ic

w () [
SFEDERLIC LIMTEITh, ENZITEEITh FE2LITH,
This year’s summer holiday, will you go anywhere? With whom will you go? What will
you do?

<1< ()
Lo ow, YOEINIT-> TARWTTh, &) LTTTD,
In the future, which country would you like to try going to? Why?

FRDO Lo )0 RITIATES Ui Yo% s Lihy 25T LA,

Did you go on a school trip? Where did you go? How was it?
LARA

%at@lt 7 ) A A(FEF)ZL, zma$éti¢#
In your country, on Christmas (New Year), what kind of things do you do?
Fro L NS NS
%Qt@l 3, TAGITENHLY) T T FIEZLITH, FINNBELLANT
KRN

In your country, what kind of events do you have?



o v

H % 0)%% L - Human Ingenuity

oo [OR

EoES)
/\Eld)ﬂak\/k;tTl/l:%T:/%:ﬁfs’(m ¥ BTy,

Today’s young people watch too much TV do you think?
X< L& 1A 1A

I<HEELLE T TALAERDN %“*TT/J\ WV XA Zhﬂﬁ%ww@i L
7=

Often, do you read? What kind of books do you like? Recently, what kind of book/s are
you reading?

Y30 o THRIZRE T

How do you come to school?
1213 A

BERD LANAYANZDSTZ22D03H Y LT,

Have you ever been on the Bullet Train?
TAL® IR A TAL®

AFY ZDEE LY Bﬁ@@iwivﬁ%*fiﬁ

Compared to UK trains do you like Japanese trains?

Y EYEBREE BITE ST,

Do you sometimes go to see a film?
WhEIFAT Z W

— & AT S LBRE L HTT@

What is your favourite film?

T F A TERETh, FMELFLEERE T

Do you watch Youtube, or do you watch TV?

i&ﬂff TULET—LELLS LI T,

In your spare time do you play video games?

Lehwndnhro

4 A ¥ - Social Organisation

o9 NAE L)

FRT, ﬂ%%?ﬁ LTI §hy

At school, what are you studymg?
WhEIFAT

—&FIF A0 <1 H’CT# )L TTED,
What is your favourite subject? Why?

WEILA

—HFU T Lund <UL ﬂ’(Tﬁ‘ 9 LTTTh,

What is your hardest subject? Why?
AU AU

Cw X&) 13D SR E T Ty,
Lessons are from what time (o’clock) to what time (o’clock)?
KAV HWS KA HY ETH,

Do you have a uniform at Hockerill?

HWSIZDoWT, ¥ Ek\iﬂ“ﬁ\
About uniforms, what do you think?

o9

FRTCAR=VE2LITH CALAR=YF—LDH Y LT9,



At school, so you do sports? What kind of sports teams are there?

FRIT, YA BN HYETh,
At school, what kind of rules are there?

Mol Fx9 U

FRTII, CABITENDLY TT0,
At school, what kind of events are there?

HRCI5T horitLTuETr, wo. % LI Th,

At school, do you have club activities? When, what do you do?
Iwicth

FH L {muwxd =<XA LETh,
Everyday, do you do a lot of prep?

WhITA AN

—FBH LAVWERENR, ENTTh, 9 LTTED,

Who is your most interesting teacher? Why?

Leoswid, AT LIZE LEwTTh,

In the future, what kind of job do you want to do?

ol Wiz 2B NAZ L)
FRE ZOFs)LTho, FELITH, TDORFET, ﬂé%@LiT
o

After graduating from school, what will you do? At which university , what will you
study?

o9

%Qt@l@%&z RAVIVIE ITTWETH,
Schools in your country and Hockerill, are they similar?
ni DM

TN P2 L TWEITH, TDESIL, 1"} fENE T,
Do you have a part-time job? What do you use the money for?

BRADT LA ML, WOBEEYBOETh, ¥ LTTT b
Do you think it is a good thing for a senior high school student to have a part-time job?
Why'-’

M [ [ n
J:<E\k\ff?] /?"iiT/J‘ T > T, fFIEEVT Ty,
Often, do you go shopping? Where do you go (and) what do you buy?

XWEAL N
ﬁﬁ\ﬂ#EViLt
Recently, d|d you buy anythmg?
1779\ [/ [
%Qt@fﬁ FEAR P)T T ZOAIFINTEETH,
Your town is what kind of place? Young people can do what?
xlh ki
LE)ow, TARA IELTZVTTD, X9 LTTT Dy,
In the future, what kind of place do you want to live? Why?
<1z P} AN Ea
HREOBEIIEAL T TTh e MAZ ) T CIIFIERI Ty

Your country is what kind of place? Sightsee-ers look at what?



H &g

b=l
FL 7= H D BR — Sharing the Planet

e ThE WBIEAT
HEEOEDRZILIE ) TTHhe EDXHON—FFZTTH,
How is your country’s weather? Which season is your favourite?
S T hoE
SHOBRZIL, X9 TTh,

How is the weather today?

TALE ¥
HOVBRIADET =TTy
Do you like hot weather?

B
MAZT L IIZODNTE ) BVETH,
How do you think about the environment?
VHA 7% LETH,
What do you recycle?
EIVRoTHAZE I EI LY Ty

How do you protect the environment?
WhHITAES

BA
AV RIS ;) 2D\, v—-%fjifx\‘\%)/uf:\‘\ti\ 1'q—(“—g—/]\o

Key Question Words

You MUST know all of these question words

When (e
Where 2

Who =i

What WA « RIS
Why 9L T
How much money W< 6
Which D

Which one i

Which (out of a pair), where kxk¥kk¥., XHEL (DIIHHY)
How (formal) WY
How bl

How many , How old W<
Why (formal) e

What kind of )\
By what method I o<
What kind of W VRAN
How much (quantity) DL H W
What kind of N AN
Why (informal), by what means AT



What to do if you get stuck
Don’t just say nothing! Say:
bowby, BharviL i, to ask for the question again.

If you can identify the word you don’t know, ask

T A

[k sk k | DWAIL, FTTTH, What’s the meaning of ***?

If you need time, say

Lro¥ FI-5T 71Xy, Please wait a moment.
A drawn out
) TTnA, also buys you time.

If you want to say “I’'m thinking about my answer”, you could say

LobAE o) ITH T7hAitE bi-o¥X DADATVWIT,

Grammatical Structures to try to include

Try NOT to repeatjust.. & L 726 ...& L 726 ...& L 725 with the occasional 2° > 72T,

You MUST include:

A sentence includinga T, ... C link. I did ...... and...............
A>T, The past tense of an i adjective.
AN For giving a reason

verb7-Y) verb 7=Y) LI T/LZ LT | do/did things like this and that

by

bb
An opinion using & B\ X § cor X EWE L7z ¢ Ithink..

Try to include a selection of the following:

Iz 7= iz
Verb dict form + ®JI(Z eg BN S RTIC Before | eat
pL roL, BE
Verb ta form +12 C eg BN/-1&T After | ate
Verb masu stem + 7% 5 eg BRLANG Whilst | am eating
Verb te form + \ £ T eg BENTWVWI T, | am eating (continuous)



Verb te form + & £ 7 eg BNTAH LT, To try to do something

plain formverb +2 4 ) T eg BRNL-oH Y CTY - l intend to eat
plain formverb + L T\ T eg BNL LTV TT, | plan to eat
plain formverb+ T L & 9 eg BNATL &9, | will probably eat.

plain formverb + 70 H LAILE H A eg BNS50H LMNFHA ° I mayeat.

A comparative eg Lo X)L TLDIEIN B LWVWTT,
Compared to natto, sushi is more delicious. (Sushi is more delicious than natto)

. . [EES A,\f \\\t)(;f/\, .
A superlative eg FRONEH T, BREBENV—FBHLANT

9 = Amongst school subjects, Japanese is the most interesting.

b7l 35
The linking from of an i adjective using < T A D) HLIIH L TH I VW TT, My homeis
old and cramped.

If you're feeling really ambitious, you can use two of the above on top of each other!

10



Individual Oral Assessment Criteria
Assessment criteria are used to assess the individual oral, which is awarded a total of
30 marks and makes up 25% of your final grade. There are four assessment criteria.

Criterion A: Language 12 marks
Criterion B1: Message—visual stimulus 6 marks
Criterion B2: Message—conversation 6 marks
Criterion C: Interactive skills—communication 6 marks

Total 30 marks

Individual oral: Productive and interactive skills

Criterion A: Language

How successfully does the candidate command spoken language?

* To what extent is the vocabulary appropriate and varied?

e To what extent are the grammatical structures varied?

* To what extent does the accuracy of the language contribute to effective
communication?

* To what extent do pronunciation and intonation affect communication?

Marks

Level descriptor

0

The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

1-3

Command of the language is limited.

Vocabulary is rarely appropriate to the task or is often repetitive or formulaic.
Limited basic grammatical structures are used.

Language contains errors in basic structures. Errors consistently interfere with
communication.

Recurrent mispronunciations and imprecision in intonation interfere with
communication.

4-6

Command of the language is partially effective.

Vocabulary is sometimes appropriate to the task.

Basic grammatical structures are used.

Language contains errors in basic structures. Errors interfere with communication.
Pronunciation is sometimes unclear and obviously influenced by other language(s).
Imprecision in intonation may interfere with communication.

7-9

Command of the language is mostly effective and accurate.

Vocabulary is appropriate to the task.

A variety of basic grammatical structures is used, with some attempts to use more
complex structures.

Language is mostly accurate in basic structures, but errors occur in more complex
structures. Errors rarely interfere with communication.

Pronunciation and intonation are influenced by other language(s), but do not interfere
with communication.

10-12

Command of the language is effective and mostly accurate.

Vocabulary is appropriate to the task, and varied.

A variety of basic and more complex grammatical structures is used effectively.
Language is mostly accurate. Occasional errors are minor and do not interfere with
communication.

Pronunciation and intonation are generally consistent and clear, and facilitate
communication.

11




Criterion B1: Message—visual stimulus

How relevant are the ideas to the selected stimulus?

e How well does the candidate engage with the stimulus in the presentation?
e How well are the ideas linked to the target culture(s)?

Marks

Level descriptor

0

The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

1-2

The presentation is mostly irrelevant to the stimulus.

The presentation is limited to descriptions of the stimulus, or part of it. These
descriptions may be incomplete.

The presentation is not clearly linked to the target culture(s).

3-4

The presentation is mostly relevant to the stimulus.

With a focus on explicit details, the candidate provides descriptions and basic personal
interpretations relating to the stimulus.

The presentation is mostly linked to the target culture(s).

5-6

The presentation is consistently relevant to the stimulus and draws on explicit and
implicit details.

The presentation provides both descriptions and personal interpretations relating to
the stimulus.

The presentation makes clear links to the target culture(s).

Criterion B2: Message—conversation

How relevant are the ideas in the conversation?

e How appropriately and thoroughly does the candidate respond to the questions in
the conversation?

* To what depth are the questions answered?

Marks

Level descriptor

0

The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

1-2

The candidate consistently struggles to address the questions.
Some responses are appropriate and are rarely developed.
Responses are limited in scope and depth.

3-4

The candidate’s responses are mostly relevant to the questions.
Most responses are appropriate and some are developed.
Responses are mostly broad in scope and depth.

5-6

The candidate’s responses are consistently relevant to the questions and show some
development.

Responses are consistently appropriate and developed.

Responses are broad in scope and depth, including personal interpretations and/or
attempts to engage the interlocutor.

12




Criterion C: Interactive skills—communication

To what extent does the candidate understand and interact?
e How well can the candidate express ideas?

¢ How well can the candidate maintain a conversation?

Marks | Level descriptor
0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.
1-2 Comprehension and interaction are limited.
The candidate provides limited responses in the target language.
Participation is limited. Most questions must be repeated and/or rephrased.
3-4 Comprehension and interaction are mostly sustained.
The candidate provides responses in the target language and mostly demonstrates
comprehension.
Participation is mostly sustained.
5-6 Comprehension and interaction are consistently sustained.

The candidate provides responses in the target language and demonstrates
comprehension.
Participation is sustained with some independent contributions.
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