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Assessment Component 
 

Weighting 

External assessment  
 

Paper 1 (1 hour 30 minutes): Receptive skills 
Text-handling exercises on four written texts, based on the 
core. 
 
Paper 2 (1 hour 30 minutes): Written productive skills 
One writing exercise of 500ï800 characters from a choice of 
five, based on the options. 
 
Written assignment: Receptive and written productive 
skills 
Intertextual reading followed by a written exercise of 600ï800 
characters plus a 200-character rationale, based on the core. 

70% 
 

25% 
 
 
 
25% 
 
 
 
20% 
 

Internal assessment 
Internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated 
by the IB. 
 
Individual oral (8ï10 minutes) 
Based on the options: 15 minutesô preparation time and a 10-
minute (maximum) presentation and discussion with the 
teacher. 
 
Interactive oral activity 
Based on the core: Three classroom activities assessed by the 
teacher. 

30% 
 
 

 
 
20% 
 
 
 
 
10% 
 



 

IB Standard Level Language B  Kanji for students who have 

completed the GCSE Japanese Course.  

2013 Syllabus  

Time & Numbers   

[1-13]   
Adjective stems  

[14-44]  

 
Position  Amount  

[45-49]   
People [50-60]   
Body [61-63]    
Nature, Weather 

[64 -69]   
Verb stems [70 -

134]  

 
Work  [135-136]   
Seasons [137-138]   
Learning [139 -158]  

    
Geog. admin. [159-

162]   
Buildings, Places 

[163-168]    
Animals [169]   
Foods [170-174]   
Others [175 -202]  

 

 

  
 

NB: Kanji in brackets are not in the IB SL syllabus, but are nevertheless 
recommended.



 ≤↑™ 
watch, 
clock 

∆╢ ↑™⅛ↄ∆╢ to plan 

╩ 

√≡╢ 
↑™⅛ↄ╩ 

√≡╢ 
to make a 
plan 

 ⅛™↑™ 
account/ 
bill 

⇔ ⅛™↑™⇔ accountant 

╢ │⅛╢ 
to 
measure 

↓─ │ ∕℮≢∆⁹ 
This watch seems cheap. 

 

2.  

measure, 
total, plan  
 

say/ ten 
                 
Radical:  
gonben 
(speak, say) 
 

 

 

 

 ╟╢ night 

 ╟⌂⅛ midnight 

 ↓╪╛ tonight 

 ↕ↄ╛ last night 

⇔⌂↑╣┌ 

⌂╡╕∑╪⁹ 

This evening I must study. 

 

3.   night, 

evening  
 
lid/ person/ 
walking legs/ 
drop                  
                                    
Radical: 
yuube 
(Evening) 
 

 ⅛∏ number 

 ∆℮⅜ↄ mathematics 

≢ ╩ ∆╢ 

≈╙╡≢∆⁹ 

I intend to study Maths at university. 

 

1.  number, 

count  
 

rice (America)/ 
female/ teacher 
with cane   
        
Radical:  
nobun 
(srike/hit) 
 
 

 

 

 ╝℮⇔╞ↄ evening meal 

 ╝℮⅜√ evening 

╩ ═⌂↑╣┌ 

⌂╡╕∑╪⁹ 
We must eat an evening meal every 
day. 

 

4.   evening  

  

katakanaòtaò               
 
Radical: 
yuube 
(evening) 
 

 

 

 



5.    seconds  

 
2-branch tree/ 
few 
 
Radical:  
nogihen 
(2-branch tree) 
 

 

 ┘╞℮ second 

│ ⅛ ⅎ≡ ↕™⁹ 
Please tell me how many seconds in 
a minute? 

 

 ⅝─℮ yesterday 

 ↕ↄ╛ last night 

≢ ┼ ⅝╕⇔√⁹ 

I went to school by car yesterday. 

 

6.   yesterday, 

last  
 

sun/ make 
 

Radical: 
hi  
(sun) 
 

 ⅝╞⌡╪ last year 

┼ ↑⌂⅛∫√⁹ 

Last year I couldnôt go to China. 

 

7.    past, to 

leave, to 
depart 
 

earth/ private 
 

Radical:  
mu 
(private) 
 

 

 

 

 →╪↨™ 
the present, 
now 

╣╢ №╦╠╣╢ to appear 

[ ]  →╪∞™ 
nowadays/ 
the present 

♩♩꜡│⁸ ╣╕⇔√⁹ 

I donôt like current music very much. 

 

8.   appear 

 
 

king/ see                
 

Radical:  
tamahen 
(jewel) 
 
 
 

 

 

 



9.  exist  

 

kanji1/ 
katakanaòiò/ 
child               
 

Radical:  
ko 
(child) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

(∆╢)  
∕╪↨™ 

(∆╢)  
existence 
(to exist) 

[ ]  

(∆╢)  
╒∙╪(∆╢)  

preservation 
(to preserve) 

♩♩꜡│ ⌐ ⇔╕∆⅛  

Does Totoro really exist? 

 

 →╪↨™ 
the present 
time 

─ │№╕╡ 

⅝∂╚⌂™⁹ 
I donôt like current music very 
much. 

 

10.     exist, 

be located  
 

barrier/ earth  
 

Radical:  
tsuchi  
(earth) 
 

 

 

 

11.  flat, 

level 
 
flat 
 
Radical:  
ichi  
(one) 
 

 ┼™∑™ Heisei Era 

 ┼™⅝ calm 

 ┼™╦ peace 

2009 │⁸ 

≢∆⁹ 
2009 is the 21st year of Heisei. 

 

╡╕∆ 
(⌐)  

⌂╡╕∆ 
to become 

 ┼™∑™ Heisei era 

 ⌂╡√ 
Narita 
(airport) 

│ ─ ⌐№╡╕∆⁹ 

Narita is east of Tokyo. 

 

12. become, 

achieve 
 
fat man/ spear 
 
Radical:  
kanohoko 
(spear) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13.  ancient 

times, long 
ago, formerly 
 

grass/ one/ sun               

Radical:  

hi 
(sun, day) 
 

 

 

 ╗⅛⇔ long ago 

 ╗⅛⇔┤℮ old style 

 ╗⅛⇔┌⌂⇔ fairy tale 

♥꜠ⱦ≢ ─ ╩ ╕∆⁹ 

I watch old-style films on TV every week. 

 

™ └╤™ 
spacious, 
wide 

 └╤⇔╕ Hiroshima 

▬◑ꜞ☻─ │⁸ 

─ ╟╡ ™≢∆⁹ 

UK houses are more spacious than 
Japanese houses. 

 

14.     broad, 

wide, spread  
 

building/ myself 
             
Radical:  
madare 
(slanting roof) 
 

 

 

 

15. correct, 

main, right 
    
  one/ stop 
 
Radical: 
tomeru 
(stop) 
 

 

 

⇔™ √∞⇔™ correct 

 √™⇔╞℮ 
Taisho Era 
(1912.7.30 ï 
1926.12.25) 

 ⇔╞℮⅜≈ New Year 

⌂  
⇔╞℮∂⅝

⌂  
honest 

⅔ ╩ ⇔╖⌐⇔≡™╕∆⁹ 

I am looking forward to the New Year. 

 

ↄ │╛ↄ early 

 ↕∫∕ↄ immediately 

ↄ
⌡

╣┌⁸ ↄ 
⅔

⅝╠╣╕∆⁹ 
If you go to bed early, you can 
get up early. 

 

16.  early, 

fast  
 

sun/ ten 
                 
Radical:  
hi 
(sun, day) 
 

 



⇔™ ℮≈ↄ⇔™ beautiful 

 ┘∂╜≈⅛╪ art museum 

⌐│ ⇔™ ⅜№╢ 

∕℮≢∆⁹ 
They say there are beautiful things in 
the art gallery. 

 

17.  

beautiful  
 
sheep/ big   
 
 
Radical:  
hitsujikanmuri 
(sheep) 
 
 

 

 

 

™ │╛™ fast, rapid 

↕ │╛↕ speed 

 ↕∫∕ↄ immediately 
⇔╪⅛╪∑╪

│┤≈℮─ ╟╡ 

™⌐∟⅜™⌂™≢∆⁹ 
The Bullet Train is without doubt 
faster than an ordinary train. 

 

18.  fast, 

quick, prompt  
 

move along the 
road/ tree with 
mouth                 
 
Radical: 
shinnyou 
(advance,move 
ahead) 
 

 

19.    quiet, 

silent, peaceful, 
to be quiet, to 
make calm 
 

blue/ conflict   
                 
Radical:  
ao 
(green, blue) 
 
 

 

 

 

⅛(⌂)  ⇔∏⅛(⌂)  
quiet, 
peaceful 

⅛(⌐)  ⇔∏⅛ ⌐  quietly 

≢│ ⅛⌐⇔⌂↑╣┌ 

™↑╕∑╪⁹ 

You must be quiet in a hospital. 

 

™ №≈™ hot 

╗⇔ ™ ╗⇔№≈™ humid 

│ ↄ≡⁸
⇔

⌐∕℮≢∆⁹ 

Itôs so hot  today I feel like Iôm dying. 

 

20.   hot  

 

sun/ human 
 

Radical:  
hi 
(sun, day) 
 
 

 



™ ↕╗™ cold 

│ ╟╡ ™≢∆⁹ 

Hokkaido is colder than Kyushu. 

 

21.    cold, the 

coldest season 
of the year  
 

house/ water 
well/ animal legs/ 
ice  
               

Radical: 
ukanmuri                                     
(roof,katakanau) 
 
 
 

 

 

 
22.    short 

brevity  
 
arrow/bean 
 
Radical: 
yahen  
(arrow) 

™ ╖∂⅛™ short 

№─ │  ╩♩כ◌☻™

│™≡™╕∆⁹ 
That person is wearing a short skirt. 

 

23. dark, 

hidden  
 
sun/sound 
 
Radical: 
hi  
(sun) 
 
 

™ ↄ╠™ dark 

∫  ╕∫ↄ╠ pitch dark 

 №╪↔℮ 
code; 
password 

 №╪⅝ 
learning by 
heart 

╩╦∆╣⌂™≢ ↕™⁹ 
Please donôt forget the password. 

 

™ ≤⅔™ far 

 ⅎ╪∕ↄ 
school trip/ 
excursion 

│▬◑ꜞ☻⅛╠ ™ 

≢∆⁹ 

Japan is far from the UK. 

 

24.    far, 

distant  
 

move along the 
road/ inside the 
park [earth/ 
mouth/ far ]                   

 

Radical: 
shinnyou 
(advance, 
move ahead) 
 

 

 



25.   great, 

thick  
 

big/drop 
 

Radical: 
ookii  
(big) 

™ ┤≤™ fat; thick 

╢ ┤≤╢ to grow fat 

 √™┼™╟℮ 
Pacific 
Ocean 

│ ⇔ ∫≡™╕∆⁹ 

My father is little chubby. 

 

26.   busy  

 
feeling/deceased 
 
Radical:  
risshinben  
(heart-feeling) 
 

 

⇔™ ™∕⅜⇔™ busy 

№⌂√│ ⇔∕℮ 

≢∆⁹ 

You look busy every day. 

 

27. Low  

 
person/low 
 
Radical: 
ninben  
(person) 

 

 

™ └ↄ™ low 

 (─ה⌂)
↕™≡™ least 

♥☻♩≢ ™
≡╪∆℮

╩ 

≤╡╕⇔√⁹ 
I got a low score in the test. 

 

√™ ≈╘√™ 
cold (to 
the touch) 

√™ⱦכꜟ╩ ↕™⁹ 

May I have a cold beer please? 

 

28.    cold, 

chill 
 

ice/steep roof/ 
dot/ katakana 
ma 
 
Radical: 
nisui 
(ice) 
 

 

 



™ ╟™ good 

↓─Ɑfi│≤≡╙ ™≤ 

™╕∆⁹ 
I think this pen is very good. 

 

29.   good  

 
 
Radical:  
kon 
 
 

30.  young, 

younger, 
immature, low 
 

grass/ right 
              
Radical: 
kusakanmuri 
(grass) 
 

 

 

™ ╦⅛™ young 

 ╦⅛╙─ 
youngster, 
the youth 

™ │≤≡╙
⅛∫┐≈

≢∆⁹ 

Young people are very lively. 

 

31.  heavy, to 

duplicate, 
important  
 
 
Radical: 
 Sato 
(countryside) 

™ ⅔╙™ heavy; serious 

√™ ⅔╙√™ heavy; serious 

⌂╢ (⅜)⅛↕⌂╢ to be piled up 

⌡╢ (╩)⅛↕⌡╢ to pile up 

 √™∂╜℮ body weight 

 ∂╜℮╡╞ↄ gravity 

 ∂╜℮∞™ 
serious; 
important 

 ∂╜℮╟℮ important 

 ∂╜℮≡╪ important point 

⅝╪

│
⅞╪

╟╡ ™≢∆⁹ 
Gold is heavier than silver. 

 

32.  bad, evil, 

unpleasant  
  

Asia/heart  
 
Radical: 
kokoro 
 (heart) 

™ ╦╢™ bad 

 ╦╢ↄ∟ 
abuse; insult; 
bad mouthing 

 ™∂╦╢ malicious 

─ ╩ ℮ │ ↄ⌂™

≢∆⁹ 
Bad mouthing your friends is not good. 

 



33.    special, 

peculiar  
 
cow/temple 
 
Radical: 
ushihen 
(cow) 

⌐ ≤ↄ⌐ particularly 

 ≤ↄ═≈ special 

 ≤ↄ⇔╞ↄ characteristic 

⅜ ⌐ ⅝≢∆⁹ 

I particularly enjoy Japanese. 

 

34.   late, slow  

 
road/flag/sheep 
 
Radical: 
shinnyou  
(road) 

™ ⅔∕™ late; slow 

╣╢ ⅔ↄ╣╢ to be late 

⌐ ╣≡│™↑╕∑╪⁹ 
You must not be late for school. 

 

35.    without, 

nothing  
 
nothingness/ 
cooking fire 
 
Radical: 
rekka  
(cooking fire) 

ↄ∆ ⌂ↄ∆ to lose something 

ↄ⌂╢ ⌂ↄ⌂╢ 
to disappear; to 
get lost 

 ╗╡ 
unreasonable; 
impossible 

⇔ ⌂⇔ without 

Ν ┬Ν nothing 

(⌐)  ┬∂ ⌐  safely 

╙ ↄ ╕╙⌂ↄ soon 

 ╗╡╞℮ no charge 

╩
− ╪ ┬

⅔╓ⅎ╢─│ ≢∆⁹ 
Itôs impossible to remember all the Kanji. 

 

36.   light, 

simple, 
thoughtless  
 
wheel/vertical 
 
Radical: 
kuruma 
(wheel) 
 

™ ⅛╢™ light 

№⌂√─⅛┌╪│ ∕℮≢∆⁹ 

Your bag seems light. 

 



(⌂)  ⅛╪√╪(⌂  easy 

─ │ ∞≤ 

™╕∆⅛⁹ 
Do you think studying Japanese is 
easy? 

 

38.   simple  

 

bamboo/ 
between 
     

Radical: 
takekanmuri 
(bamboo) 
 
 

 

 

(⌂)  
⅛╪√╪

⌂  
easy, 
simple 

 √╪↔ 
word, 
vocabulary 

↓─ │♪▬♠ ⅛╠ 

⅝≡™╕∆⁹ 

This word comes from German. 

 

39.   simple, 

single, unit 
 

katakana tsu/ 
rice field/ ten 
     

Radical: 
katakana  
tsu 
 
 

 

 

37.   heat, 

hot  
 
earth/ human 
legs/ earth/ 
cooking fire 
 
 
Radical: 
rekka 
 

™ №≈™ hot 

 ⌡∫⇔╪ enthusiasm 

⌐ ⌡∫⇔╪⌐ enthusiastically 

│ ⌐ ⇔≡™╕∆⁹ 
Japanese people study hard. 

 

40. 

dangerous  
 
tied up/ cliff/ bent 
man 
 
Radical:  
fushizukuri 
(seal) 
 
 

⌂™ №┬⌂™ dangerous 

 ⅝↑╪ danger 

≢
№╢

ↄ─│ 

⌂™≢∆⁹ 
Itôs dangerous to walk alone in the 
night. 

 



 

41.  danger, 

steep  
 

hill/ Ken ï 
person with a 
hat on and a 
big mouth  
    

Radical: 
kozatohen 
(small village) 
 
 

 

 

 ⅝↑╪ danger 

⇔™ ↑╦⇔™ steep 

⌐ ←─│ ≢∆⁹ 
It is dangerous to swim at night. 

 

42. without 

fail, certainly  
 
heart/ 
katakanaònoò 
 
Radical: 
kokoro 
(heart) 
 

∏ ⅛⌂╠∏ 
definitely, 
certainly 

 └≈╟℮ necessary 

∏⇔╙ 
⅛⌂╠∏⇔╙

(+ negative)  
(not) 
necessarily 

│ⱡ⁸♩כⱭfi⌂≥⅜ ≢∆⁹ 
I need a notebook and pens etc. 

 

43.   important, 

to summarise, to 
require  
 
west/woman 
 
Radical: 
nishi  
(west) 

╢ ™╢ to need 

 └≈╟℮ necessary 

 ∂╜℮╟℮ important 

∆╢⌐ ╟℮∆╢⌐ in a word 

↓─♥☻♩│≤≡╙  

≢∆⁹ 
This test is very important. 

 

 ↕™⅝╪ recent 

 ↕™⇔╪ newest 

(⌐)  
↕™↔

(⌐)  
last (lastly) 

(⌐)  
↕™⇔╞

(⌐)  
first 
(firstly) 

─Ᵽ☻≢∆⁹ 

Itôs the last bus. 

 

44.  the 

most 
 

day/ take (ear/ 
again)                    
 
Radical:  
hirabi 
(day) 
 
 

 



 

 

 

  duringé 

  my wife  

™ ⌐ ™╕∆⁹ 
Iôll buy it while itôs cheap. 

 

45.  inside, 

within 
 
upside-down 
box/ man 
 
Radical:  
kei gamae 
 (upside-down 

box  

 

(⌐)  ≈⅞(⌐)  next 

 ∂⌂╪ 
second 
son 

 ∂⅛™ next time 

─Ᵽ☻╩ √⌂↑╣┌ 

⌂╡╕∑╪⁹ 

We must wait for the next bus. 

 

46.    next, 

the second  
 

ice/ lack 
      
Radical: 
akubi 
(lack) 
 

 

 

 

47.       to 

complete  
          
katakanaòuò/ 
origin 
 
Radical:   
ukanmuri 
(katakanaòu)ò 
 

 

 

 ⅛╪∑™ completion 

(⌂)  
⅛╪−╪

⌂  
perfect, 
complete 

♥☻♩⅜ ⇔╕⇔√⁹ 

I completed the test. The test 

was completed . 

 

48.       all, 

whole, entirely 
 
          
steep roof/ king 
 
Radical:   
hito 
(person) 
 

 

 

 

 −╪↓ↄ 
the whole 
country 

 №╪−╪ safe/ safety 

(⌂)  ⅛╪−╪(⌂)  
perfect, 
complete 

(≢)  −╪┬(≢)  
all, whole 
(altogether) 

⌂  
−╪↓ↄ 

≡⅝ ⌂  
throughout 
the country 

≢ ⌐⌂╡╕∆⁹ 
That will be 200 yen altogether. 

 




